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Trump Organization sought to bring in nearly 200
workers on visas in 2025
President’s family business requested at least 184 foreign workers for
Mar�a�Lago, Virginia winery and two golf clubs

Richard Luscombe in Miami
Thu 13 Nov 2025 10.50 EST
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Donald Trump’s family business increased the pace at which it hired foreign workers
on temporary visas this year, even as his administration was placing obstacles in the
way of other businesses that wanted to do the same, a report published Thursday
claimed.

According to Forbes, which analyzed data from the US Department of Labor, the
Trump Organization sought to bring in at least 184 foreign workers in 2025 for
temporary positions at the US president’s Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida, two golf
clubs and his Virginia winery.

The number of applications for H-2A and H-2B visas covering temporary workers
including servers, clerks, housekeepers, kitchen staff and farm workers was the
highest ever submitted by the company, and up from 121 in 2021, when Trump’s first
term of office ended.

It was also the fifth time in 10 years that Trump had sought to bring in more than 100
overseas workers for seasonal jobs at Mar-a-Lago, according to data seen by the Palm
Beach Post.

The revelation comes amid a crackdown on legal immigration by his administration
that has included the introduction of a $100,000 fee on H1-B visas for skilled foreign
workers; extra scrutiny of the actions and activities of the 55 million people who
already hold US visas; and restrictive new rules for foreign students and journalists.

Overall, Forbes reported, the Trump Organization sought to employ 566 foreign
laborers over the five years Trump has been in the White House, from 2017 to 2021,
and during 2025.

Notably, Trump was criticized by some in the Republican party this week for
comments on Fox News defending the need for foreign workers when a company
was unable to find people with “specific talents” to fill particular roles.

“You can’t just say a country is coming in, going to invest $10bn to build a plant, and
going to take people off an unemployment line who haven’t worked in five years,
and they’re going to start making their missiles. It doesn’t work that well,” he told
host Laura Ingraham after she suggested foreign workers undercut the wages of US
workers.
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At this dangerous time

We hope you appreciated this article. Before you close this tab, we want to ask if
you could support the Guardian at this dangerous time for journalism in the US.

According to a leading global watchdog, American democracy is now more
imperiled than at any point since the 1960s, marked by a precipitous decline in
press freedom – driven by mounting pressure from the Trump administration in
the form of threats, criminal investigations, politicized regulation, frivolous
lawsuits and, for public media, catastrophic funding cuts. 

Meanwhile, organizations that are supposed to be independent like the FBI and
the FCC, our radio and television regulator, have also been targeting press freedom
under Trump-aligned leadership, with the FBI raiding a reporter’s home and the
FCC threatening ABC’s TV licenses after Jimmy Kimmel made a joke about Melania
Trump.

The response from some ultra-wealthy and corporate media owners, keen to
appease the president, has been chilling: CBS News has been taken over by a
Trump ally; CNN is poised to be taken over by the same billionaire; Jeff Bezos has
continued to impose cuts and editorial interventions at the Washington Post; and
multiple outlets have settled multimillion-dollar lawsuits from the administration
to protect their business interests.

Democracy is best served by a robust, thriving free press. But when that freedom
is under attack, it falls to a determined few news organizations to ensure the full
truth still reaches the public. Owned neither by a billionaire nor a corporation, the
Guardian remains dedicated to covering this administration with uncompromising
moral and factual clarity – and to keeping trustworthy journalism paywall-free for
the world.

Despite the risks of maintaining our fierce independence, what sustains us – and
fills us with deep gratitude – is the unwavering support we’ve seen from readers.

Enter your email

Sign up

The White House declined Forbes’ request for comment, and the Trump
Organization did not immediately respond to an inquiry.
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fills us with deep gratitude – is the unwavering support we’ve seen from readers.
It is no exaggeration to say that we are here because of you: a majority of our
funding comes directly from people like you responding to messages like this.
Your support not only powers our work, but more importantly, it safeguards the
financial independence that underpins our editorial freedom and courage.

We know our requests for support are not as welcome as our reporting, but
without them, it’s simple: our reporting wouldn’t exist. Of course, we understand
that some readers are not in a position to support us, and if that is you, we value
your readership no less.

But if you are able, please support us today. All gifts are gratefully received, but a
recurring contribution is most impactful, helping sustain our work throughout
the year ahead (and among the great benefits, we’ll show you far fewer
fundraising requests like this). It takes just 37 seconds to give. Thank you for
protecting the free press.
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